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President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting March 2013 


I am pleased to present the President's report for the Field Naturalists’ 
Club of Ballarat Inc. for the 2012/2013 year. 


The start of the year was a sad time with the passing of long time member 
Greg Binns whose encyclopaedic knowledge and dedicated support is 
sadly missed. 


On a happier note we were pleased to welcome a number of new members 
during the year and hope that they have a rewarding time with the club and 
enjoy learning about and visiting the natural environment in the company 
of like-minded people. 


This was the club’s 60" year with this being acknowledged by an anniver- 
sary luncheon BBQ at the Moorabool Reservoir Lodge on Saturday 17" 
November. This was a memorable occasion with an inaugural member 
present and reminisces shared by those present. A suitably decorated cake 
finished a shared meal. 


Members of our club have again experienced varied and interesting activi- 
ties and meeting speakers. General meeting attendance continues to be in 
the mid twenties, sometimes breaking the thirty barrier. They have been 
held at the S.M.B. Industry Training Centre, corner of Gillies and Gregory 
Streets Wendouree. The venue continues to be suitable and we have been 
able to use cupboards for our library and other resources. Meetings have 
been held as usual on the first Friday of each month with the committee 
establishing a program for the year as has been the normal practice. 


A diverse range of topics has been covered by speakers at the general 
meetings. In April Patrick Guay, whom we know from his research on 
Lake Wendouree swans and now at Victoria University, spoke on the 
threat of Mallard — Black duck hybridisation. Ray Barber and Ian Wacey 
attended the May meeting. Ian explained the background to the publica- 
tion of their book 250 Waterfalls of Victoria whilst taking us on a tour of 
the state highlighting some of the falls. For the June meeting Geoff Lay 


accompanied by his wife Jannie spoke on the topic “A bushwalker’s jour- 
ney around Australia” which varied a bit from the advertised fungi area on 
which he usually speaks but which provided an enjoyable journey through 
both time and geography using photographs he had taken during his life- 
time of wandering through the bush. For the members’ night in July Val 
Hocking covered the Galapagos Islands and Elspeth Swan took us through 
an exploration of cemeteries which went beyond the native flora often as- 
sociated with them. When August came around Tim D’Ombrain gave a 
talk based on data gathering on rare plants of south west Melbourne. 


By September it was time for the thirty-fourth Stella Bedggood Memorial 
Lecture with Geoff Park who 1s described as a Knowledge Broker for the 
North Central CMA delivering an address on the Flora and Fauna of New- 
stead. About fifty people in attendance enjoyed the presentation. 


In October Steve Williams spoke on raising caterpillars to moths from 
which a lot has been learned about the life cycle of these creatures. The 
November meeting had Mike Wicks talk on Grasslands and in December 
Frank Carland, Environmental co-ordinator from VicRoads covered envi- 
ronment considerations in road construction and some of the restoration 
work with which VicRoads 1s engaged. Club member, Carol Hall used 
material gathered on one of her travels to tell us about Iceland and by 
March we are up to members’ images on the topic “Patterns in Nature”. 


Excursions held on the Sunday or Saturday following the meeting started 
in April with John Gregurke leading us to Western Wetlands, followed by 
Gayle Osbourne from Wombat Forestcare showing us the Wombat Forest 
east of Korweinguboora. In June Geoff Lay led us on the Saturday follow- 
ing his talk to a similar area to search out fungi. In July Werribee Gorge 
and then in August other reserves around Bacchus Marsh were visited. 
Tim D’Ombrain took us through his snowgum block at Dereel. By Sep- 
tember the wattles were out and John Gregurke and Claire Dalman took 
members on a tour of local wattles in the Creswick area after which most 
members present went on to join an Australian Plants Society excursion in 
the Canadian Forest. October was off to the Brisbane Ranges under the 
alert eyes of Paul Norquay and Elspeth Swan followed by a trip to grass- 
lands in the Beaufort area. In December there was an afternoon and eve- 
ning excursion to Corindhap and Rokewood finishing with tea at the 
Rokewood reservoir. The 2013 excursion list started with a good day at 
the Western Treatment plant, as usual seeing a plethora of birds and for 
March we go to the Pyrenees area to see Eucalyptus pyrenea with the help 
of John Higgins, chairman of Avoca & District Landcare Group. 
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The club’s “campout” from Friday 13 to Sunday 15" July returned to Star 
of the Sea at Apollo Bay. The accommodation had been considerably 
renovated and whilst no longer looking like a mid 20" century guest 
house, was lovely and bright and comfortable and we were able to again 
visit areas which we had become familiar with on previous visits. Mem- 
bers also went to SEANA camps. The March camp was at Camperdown 
hosted by the Timboon club who did an excellent job of escorting us 
around lakes and craters in the area and in August it was off to Bendigo, 
again to enjoy excellently-led excursions and talks relevant to that area. 
The Australian Naturalists Network gathering in Canberra during October 
was attended by nine members who were treated to more than a week of 
activities lead by local enthusiasts, some to places normally “off-limits” to 
the public. 


There were many aspects of the natural environment that gave interest this 
year as the lakes and wetlands continued to contain a considerable amount 
of water and the seasons have been kind. Brolgas have been of interest 
this past year in several locations. The Miners Rest swamp was favoured 
by many species of water birds foraging in the low water and mud. A pair 
of Brolgas spent several weeks there and constructed a nest but unfortu- 
nately left before any chicks appeared. Burrumbeet racecourse had a pair 
which did have young but before we had a chance to see them well, the 
whole family disappeared. More recently we have seen a pair along 
Cuthberts Road towards Lake Burrumbeet with young reported but not 
recently confirmed. In early February a pair has been reported visiting 
Winter swamp and certainly looked busy feeding a couple of weeks ago. 


I am again appreciative of the efforts of everybody who has helped in 
countless ways to the smooth running of the club, especially all committee 
members. I thank Les Hanrahan for being treasurer and Fran Hanrahan for 
taking on the role of Vice President. Nina Netherway again did a number 
of the newsletters and was helped on occasion by Val Hocking and Fran. 
Nina has now done the newsletter for nine years, something which we all 
appreciate and for which she deserves much gratitude. Special thanks to 
Carol Hall for continuing to fulfil the secretarial responsibilities and to 
John Gregurke for keeping us up to date with environmental matters need- 
ing attention and often representing the club. 


Having done seven years 1n two terms as president I am confident the club 
will benefit from someone else sitting at the front and I am pleased to pro- 
vide this opportunity by not standing for the position for the 2013/14 term. 
I wish the incoming President well. 


Peter Dalman 


subscriptions are now due 
Should you wish to pay your membership 
at a bank or online, our bank details are Field Naturalists 
Club of Ballarat Inc. Bendigo Bank BSB 633 108, Account no. 


1191 12290. 
Please remember to add your name. 
Ordinary member $35 Family $55 


Distant member $15 Student $15 
Newsletter postage (Ordinary member) $7 


Members’ Images at the AGM- Patterns in Nature 


Peter Dalman showed photographs taken during a trip to the Yorke Penin- 
sula and Flinders Ranges during 2012. The photos on the Yorke Peninsula 
included orange lichen on rocks, a salt encrusted lizard head and green 
copper ore at Moonta. Then a peaceful reflection in a lake near Wilpena 
and emus drinking nearby contrasted with folded rocks at Arkaroola and 
ochre pits at Copley before scenes of Lake Eyre from the air and finally 
almost vertical strata at Warren George near Quorn exemplified the ex- 
treme folding that must have occurred to create this formation. 


During 2012 Claire Dalman took numerous photos which could suit 
“Patterns in nature” but of course only a few pictures are required. What 
the topic did achieve was to make her extra conscious of natural patterns — 
fascinating. Finally she settled on Sturt Desert Pea plants, photos taken 
from a variety of angles in the northern Flinders Ranges. She loves the 
flowers and found studying the arrangements of plant structures amazing — 
hence her sequence. Just for interest she added Sturts Desert Rose from 
Arkaroola and a couple of sand dune daisies from Lake Eyre area. 


Val Hocking selected several pattern photos from the Falls Creek area that 
she visited last January. They included the Blue veined orchid, the white 
stags of the Snow gums that had been burned about 10 years ago, also the 
beauty of a perfect Bogong Daisy seen on Mt Mckay in the evening light. 
Then she had several photos of Thailand’s Chiang Mai International 
Flower Festival Floats covered in fresh flowers in many designs. Cut fruits 
and also vegetables were also sometimes used. 


Carol Hall had found patterns on a variety of foliage and rock strata in 
NSW, cross-sections of shell fossils and the bright iridescence of the NZ 
Paua shell. 


Ken Hammond found them in striped bracket fungi, cloud shapes, snakes. 


John Gregurke showed the patterns formed in volcanic and limestone rock 
at Discovery Bay and in Ordovician sedimentary rock at No 7 Reservoir, 
Bendigo; bark on the trunks of peppermint and stringy bark eucalypts; 
cross-section of stem of Small Grass-tree; and the patterns on the collar- 
like flower structure, called a spathe, of the Titan Arum which flowered in 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne after Christmas. 


Two other members brought 1n the real things to show patterns. Fran Han- 
rahan showed us a cactus with a single flower with exquisite fivefold sym- 
metry. Genny Binns had uniquely patterned bark found on the La Gerche 
track and a delicately patterned shell. She also brought in an oak twig with 
thick clusters of leaves and acorns for us to note the patterns they dis- 
played. 


wf Jane Marriott was fascinated 
by the fruiting bodies of 
we mosses, by the skeletal re- 
’)4mains of Watsonia bulbs, 
BP seeds of Blackwood and 
men )’ mosses on a jetty. (See May 
: », ~ bulletin for further descrip- 
} tions of wattle seed.) 


\ Photo by Jane Marriot: 
Colourful aril/funicle of 
» a) Blackwood seed 


Wayne McGuire’s prints of the Grey Goshawk and Peregrine Falcon were 
admired, and the fox family drew considerable comment. 


Reminders about events coming up 


e Payment ($25) for bus trip to Cranbourne gardens, plus $5.50 for each 
culded-group tours on Sunday 5th May is due by 5 April. See March 
bulletin or contact John Gregurke 1f you require more details. 


¢- Excursion on Sunday, 7 April will be to Clarkesdale bird paddock in the 
morning and to Linton Trust for Nature Block in the afternoon. Lunch 
time meeting place: 1pm at Edinborough Reserve on the southern edge 
of Linton - directions at the meeting on Friday. Be prepared. There may 
be some tidying up to do. 


April Excursion to view the Pyrenees Gum 


We met our excursion leader John Higgins at the Waubra wind farm infor- 
mation site on the Sunraysia Highway. John was to show us the recently 
named Eucalyptus pyrenea in the Pyrenees ranges near Avoca. He said the 
new species was somewhat similar to the Mountain Grey Gum Eucalyptus 
cypellocarpa that grows to 60 metres tall in Gippsland and only 3 metres 
tall in the Grampians. The Pyrenees Gum was noticed by Kevin Rule in 
1987. Seed was found in 2001 and it was recognised as a species in 2004. 


John has an interest in the eucalypts that have been planted along the Sun- 
raysia highway and he showed us three species on our way to Avoca. The 
first one was the Cup Gum Eucalyptus cosmophylla that has large cup- 
shaped fruits 20mm across. The small tree is from Kangaroo Island and 
the Mt. Lofty ranges in SA. The second species near the Mt. Mitchell Es- 
tate was a Yellow Gum thought to be Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp. macro- 
carpa. John told us that this tree had smaller leaves than the usual E. leu- 
coxylon ssp macrocarpa and a more rounded than upright growth habit. In 
June this tree has a mass of red flowers. The third species was the Mt. 
Compass Swamp Gum Eucalyptus paludicola? which had thick leathery 
leaves and buds in groups of seven. The buds have a distinct ring below 
the conical cap that was easily knocked off. 


From Avoca we travelled west along the Pyrenees highway to the Moun- 
tain Hut road turn-off. John had warned us that the Mountain Hut road was 
rough and steep, and for four-wheeled drive vehicles only. We stopped at 
a spot, where during the gold rush a reservoir has been built. John had 
tried but was unable to find a record of any town being there .The trees 
near here included Red Stringybark Eucalyptus macroryncha, Long- 
leaved Box E. goniocalyx, and Yellow Box E.melliodora. 


About 7km from the Pyrenees hwy we came to our first sightings of the 
Pyrenees Gum growing on a steep slope. The juvenile and adult trees have 
similar bright green leaves, smaller than blue gum leaves. The juvenile 
trees have square stems that are similar to the Blue Gum Eucalyptus 
globulus species. John pointed out some of the differences between Pyre- 
nees Gum and Eurabbie Eucalyptus globulus ssp bicostata that tend to 
erow in somewhat similar places. Firstly the bark of the Pyrenees Gum 
has some tan colouring and tends to shed in strips, unlike the bark of the 
Blue gum that sheds in slabs. Secondly the Pyrenees Gum tends to grow 
on mid slope, whereas the local Blue gum grows in the gullies and ridges. 


We continued along Mountain Hut road to Main Break track. A very dark 
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Wedge-tailed Eagle was sitting on a stump near a small dam as we ap- 
proached. But it took to the air when it saw our vehicles. Trees growing 
here included Messmate Eucalyptus obliqua and Broad-leaved Peppermint 
E. dives. From Mount Avoca, altitude 757 metres, we could see through a 
gap in the trees to Mt. Difficult in the northern Grampians. The Ordovi- 
cian mudstone visible on a cutting had been pushed from the horizontal at 
formation to now be vertical slabs . 


Along the Number 2 Break road we could see the Avoca township below 
on our right. Farther down from the ridge we had been travelling along, 
we stopped at a spot from where we could see the Blue Pyrenees vineyard 
below. On this vineyard there is a 100 ft. deep waterhole that was the re- 
sult of an open cut gold mine that flooded. In the distance we could see Mt 
Franklin, MtTarrengower, and Mt. Moliagul. After leaving the Pyrenees 
Ranges we drove along Vinoca road and Impeys road to John’s vineyard 
and winery at Eurabbie Estate. 


It is not every month that we end our excursion at a winery. I remember 
once going to a vineyard near Moriac during a SEANA camp to look at 
birds, or that was the excuse. John’s vines suffered from the recent 
drought years and he now makes some wine from brought-in grapes. In an 
enclosed pen near the winery he had a few black Alpine dingoes that he 
has been breeding for some years. At the winery he showed us the plaster 
cast of the footprint made by a Puma in 1985. Earlier in the day John re- 
lated that he went to a conference organised by the Australian Museum at 
the Taronga Park Zoo on sightings of Puma-like animals seen in Australia. 


Photo: E. pyrenea 


Les Hanrahan 


Merricks SEANA Camp 


Peninsula Field Naturalists Club hosted the SEANA Autumn Camp based 
at Merricks on the Mornington Peninsula. Ninety naturalists enjoyed the 
interesting program of speakers and excursions from Friday evening to 
Sunday afternoon. 


Leon Costermans gave an excellent talk on Geology of the Mornington 
Peninsula to start the weekend. He clearly explained geologic history of 
the area and how this influences the landforms and vegetation which we 
would see during the weekend. 


The speaker on Sunday Night was Dr Jeff Yugovic on Saltmarsh and Es- 
tuarine Vegetation, and the Vegetation of Mud Islands. Salt marsh vegeta- 
tion 1s severely threatened by urban development but 1s important habitat 
for Orange-bellied Parrot. Jeff explained the changes which have occurred 
to the size of Mud Islands and the vegetation brought about by storms, sea 
level and nesting birds. This was very interesting background for those 
intending to go on the boat trip the following day. Unfortunately the trip 
had to be cancelled due to the windy weather. 


On Saturday I joined the excursion to Coolart Wetlands and Homestead at 
Somers. European settlement began in the area during the 1840’s. The 
homestead, built in 1895, 1s set on the edge of a wetland and is surrounded 
by a large garden. The owner in 1937 had the property declared a sanctu- 
ary for native wildlife and began to develop a series of wetlands along 
drainage lines and retained a strip of coastal woodland vegetation. In 1977 
the property was bought by the Victorian government and 1s now managed 
by Parks Victoria. 


The morning session of the excursion concentrated on the birds of the wet- 
lands led by bird watchers who conduct monthly surveys. We began by 
looking at an adult and young Tawny Frogmouth that had bred on Coolart. 
At the Wetlands Observatory — a modern mud brick structure with theatre 
seating, sloped floor and one-way glass windows overlooks the wetlands. 
Unfortunately the low water level has allowed the area to be completely 
covered with reeds and other swamp vegetation. The only birds present 
were Purple Swamphen. The Minsmere Hide is a grand building overlook- 
ing a lagoon. We saw several species of duck including Freckled Duck 
and Australasian Shoveler, Red-kneed and Dotterel and Black-fronted 
Plover, Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebe while white-eared Honey- 
eater flitted around the shrubs. White Ibis, which nest in large numbers, 


and Straw-necked Ibis were seen in nearby grazing paddocks. Bush birds 
observed included Spotted Pardalote, Yellow Robin, Yellow-faced Honey- 
eater and Little Wattlebird. 


After lunch we walked through the coastal woodland to the beach. The 
dominant species in the woodland are Manna Gum, Drooping She-oak and 
Coast Banksia. A Rig-tail Possum observed us from the drey in which it 
nested. The day ended when showers arrived in mid afternoon. A total of 
52 bird species were seen or heard during the excursion. 
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Photo: Moonah Woodland with weedy Myrtle-leaf Milkwort. 


The Point Nepean National Park excursion on Sunday was a combination 
of history and natural history led by Peninsula field nats. We began walk- 
ing through the Moonah Woodland which cover most of the alkaline soils 
of the National Park. The canopy layer includes Moonah, Drooping She- 
oak, Coast Banksia, Sweet Bursaria and Coast Tea-tree. The shrub layer 
contained Sea Box, Sea-berry and Ruby Saltbush, White Correa and Coast 
Beard-heath. Unfortunately there is a severe infestation of the weed Myr- 
tle-leaf milkwort Polygala myrtifolia. Expert opinion 1s that is will die out 
after15-20 years but control by burning and spraying are being conducted 
in small areas. Woodland birds seen were Re Wattlebird, Grey Fantail and 
Spiny-cheeked and Singing Honeyeater. At Cheviot Hill and Fort Neapean 
9 


we explored the military fortifications dating back to the 1880’s. A pair of 
Osprey were seen over the entrance to Port Phillip Bay, Australian Gan- 
nets were diving for fish, cormorants, Pacific Gull, Crested Tern and 
BREE: tailed Shearwater were ¢ also seen from the tip of Point Nepean. 
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1a | os After lunch at Gunners Cot- 
a TET NTH TY iT a tage we looked at the ceme- 

SS = “tery where fenced graves pro- 
tected remnant vegetation of 
Running Postman, Silky 
Guinea-flower, Flax-lily and 
| Onion Orchid. 


Maul? . We walked to the Quarantine 
iy 4 Station used from 1882-1980. 
s, The area was also used as 
és Offficer Cadet School and 
School of Army Health and 
more recently Kosova refu- 
gees. 


Photo: Coast Tussock-grass, Silky Guinea- 
flower and Flax-lily growing 1n fenced grave. 


John Gregurke 
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At the end of last year I read through the first minute book of the club. | 
thought people may be interested in some snippets of what the club was up 
to 60 years ago. I have written brief notes for each month in 1953 which 
could go in the BN each month when there 1s space.. 


February 1953 
Sea Gulls had been banded at Lake Goldsmith. 


Specimens displayed included a Monitor Lizard (mounted) and a pre- 
served skin of Goanna. 


March 1953 


The Field Naturalists Club Ballarat meeting discussed the destruction of 
birds’ nests and robbing of same on Lake Wendouree. A deputation to 
wait on the Ballarat City Council was formed. 


The following meeting received a report that the deputation was well re- 
ceived. Council advised that Lake Wendouree was not a sanctuary and not 
prepared to put up notices to that effect but would favour appointment of 
honorary inspectors from Club to protect bird life on the Lake. However 
Fisheries and Game Department refused to agree to the suggestion. 


John Gregurke 
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Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes Mar 1, 2013 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 

VNPA had put in an extensive submission re prospecting in Nat Parks. 
Reports 

John Gregurke briefly summarised the nature of the latest Canadian Cor- 
ridor meeting. 

General Business 


Syllabus completed. No club camp this year — usually the same people 
who go to SEANA go to club camp and the schedule has become too 
busy. Next year replace a monthly meeting with the club camp. 


Club minutes Due to shortage of space sometimes in the newsletter we 
will email the club meeting minutes to members so equipped rather than 
put the full minutes in the newsletter. Non-email members are always 
free to inspect the minutes at meetings. 


Invitation to members to speak on a topic of their choosing at Mem- 
bers’ Night in October. 


Bill Murphy suggested we should re-establish contacts with the local un1- 
versities in an effort to recruit younger members. 


Show & Tell/Field Reports 


Early March — Margaret Thomas saw 12 Black Swans on the beach at 
Clifton Springs, and one Pelican. 


Feb 22 Ken Hammond saw two White-plumed Honeyeaters in his garden 
in Wendouree. 


In February Jane Marriott saw 9 Wedge-tailed Eagles taking advantage 
of a number of shot kangaroos by the side of Glenlofty Rd. 


Back in January Wayne McGuire saw & photographed a family of 4 
foxes at Lake Burrumbeet. In January at Mt Buninyong he saw a Pere- 
erine Falcon buzzing the firetower; on Feb 25-26 there was a large flock 
of White-fronted Needletails there, and the white morph of the Grey Gos- 
hawk graced the tower. 
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CALENDAR 2013 


April 
Fri 5 Connecting people to the Landscape - Gib Wettenhal 
Sun 7 Linton Area, TF'N Block, Clarkesdale - Members 


Tues 23 Committee Meeting 


May 
Fri 3 Lichens - Dr Mary Gibson 
Sun 5 Excursion—Bus trip to RBG Cranbourne depart 9 am 
Committee 
President............... Peter Dalman 
Vice —President .... Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary... Carol Hall 
Treasurer .....cccccas Les Hanrahan 
Elspeth Swan John Mildren 
Claire Dalman............... Val Hocking 
John Gregurke.............. 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Carol Hall, 
Editors: Fran Hanrahan 
Nina Netherway, 


Website: http://heldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@qmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Greg- 
ory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr 
Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # AOO14919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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